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NOTE 1 - GENERAL 
 
On July 11, 2002, Nashville Public Education Foundation (the “Foundation”) was chartered as a 
public benefit corporation under the Tennessee Nonprofit Corporation Act. From its inception 
through June 9, 2011, the Foundation operated under the name “Nashville Alliance for Public 
Education, Inc.” 
 
The Foundation was formed by a group of corporate and civic leaders for the purpose of 
improving public education in Nashville, Tennessee. The Foundation works to ensure every child 
in Nashville has access to a great public education that prepares them fully for college, work, and 
life. The Foundation achieves this through raising and managing funds, making strategic 
investments, and bringing the community together behind needle-moving efforts to accelerate 
progress. 
 
 
 

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
Basis of Presentation 
 
The accompanying financial statements present the financial position and change in net assets of 
the Foundation on the accrual basis of accounting in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America (“GAAP”). 
 
Resources are classified as unrestricted, temporarily restricted or permanently restricted net assets, 
based on the existence or absence of donor-imposed restrictions, as follows: 
 
 Unrestricted net assets are free of donor-imposed restrictions. All revenues, gains and 

losses that are not temporarily or permanently restricted by donors are included in this 
classification. All expenditures are reported in the unrestricted class of net assets, since the 
use of restricted contributions in accordance with donors’ stipulations results in the release 
of the restriction.  

 
 Temporarily restricted net assets are limited as to use by donor-imposed restrictions that 

expire with the passage of time or that can be satisfied by use for the specific purpose. 
 
 Permanently restricted net assets are amounts required by donors to be held in perpetuity, 

including gifts requiring that the principal be invested and the income or specific portions 
thereof be used for operations.  
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NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
 
Support and Revenue 
 
Contributions received are recorded as unrestricted, temporarily restricted, or permanently 
restricted support, depending on the existence and/or nature of any donor restrictions. 
Contributions are considered to be available for unrestricted use unless specifically restricted by 
the donor. Amounts received that are restricted by the donor for future periods or for specific 
purposes are reported as temporarily restricted or permanently restricted support that increases 
those net asset classes. When a restriction is fulfilled (that is, when a stipulated time restriction 
ends or purpose restriction is accomplished), temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to 
unrestricted and reported in the statement of activities as net assets released from restrictions.  
 
The Foundation reports gifts of equipment, materials, or facilities (in-kind contributions) at their 
fair value in the period received as unrestricted support unless explicit donor restrictions specify 
how the assets must be used. Gifts of long-lived assets with explicit restrictions as to how the 
assets are to be used or funds restricted for the acquisition of long-lived assets are reported as 
restricted support. Expirations of donor restrictions are recognized when the donated or acquired 
long-lived assets are placed in service. 
 
Donated Services 
 
Donated services are recognized if they create or enhance non-financial assets, or the donated 
service requires specialized skills, were performed by a donor who possesses such skills, and 
would have been purchased by the Foundation if not donated. Such services are recognized at fair 
value as support and expense in the period the services are performed. 
 
In addition to donated services, the Foundation acknowledges that many individuals routinely 
volunteer their time and efforts to perform a variety of beneficial tasks that greatly promote the 
Foundation’s programs and services. No amounts have been reflected in the financial statements 
for these donated services since the volunteer’s time does not meet the criteria for recognition 
under GAAP. 
 
Contributions Receivable 
 
Unconditional contributions receivable that are expected to be collected within one year are 
recorded at their net realizable value. Unconditional contributions receivable that are expected to 
be collected in future years are recorded at the present value of estimated future cash flows. There 
are no contributions receivable as of June 30, 2016, and all contributions receivable as of June 30, 
2015 were due within one year. Conditional promises to give are not included as support until 
such time as the conditions are substantially met.  
 
An allowance for uncollectible contributions is provided based on management’s estimate of 
uncollectible pledges and historical trends. Contributions receivable are written off when deemed 
to be uncollectible. In management’s opinion, no allowance for uncollectible contributions was 
necessary as of June 30, 2015. 
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NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
 
Property and Equipment 
 
Property and equipment are recorded at cost. Donated assets are capitalized at fair market value in 
the period received. Depreciation expense is calculated using the straight-line method over the 
estimated service lives of the assets, principally the initial lease term for leasehold improvements 
and 3 to 7 years for furniture and equipment. 
 
Fair Value Measurements 
 
The Foundation classifies its investments based on a hierarchy consisting of: Level 1 (valued 
using quoted prices from active markets for identical assets), Level 2 (not traded on an active 
market but for which observable market inputs are readily available), and Level 3 (valued based 
on significant unobservable inputs).  An asset’s or liability’s fair value measurement level within 
the fair value hierarchy is based on the lowest level of any input that is significant to the fair value 
measurement. Valuation techniques used maximize the use of observable inputs and minimize the 
use of unobservable inputs. 
 
Following is a description of the valuation methodologies used for assets measured at fair value on a 
recurring basis.   
 
Bonds and equities - Valued based on quoted market prices on the last business day of the reporting 
period. 
 
There have been no changes in the valuation methodologies used at June 30, 2016 or 2015. 
 
The methods described above may produce a fair value calculation that may not be indicative of net 
realizable value or reflective of future fair values. Furthermore, while the Foundation believes its 
valuation methodologies are appropriate and consistent with that of other market participants, the 
use of different methodologies or assumptions to determine the fair value of certain financial 
instruments could result in different fair value measurements at the reporting date. 
 
Endowment Funds 
 
The Foundation has both donor-restricted endowment funds and funds designated by the Board to 
function as an endowment. As required by GAAP, net assets associated with endowment funds, 
including funds designated by the Board to function as endowments, are classified and reported 
based on the existence or absence of donor-imposed restrictions. The Foundation’s permanently 
restricted endowment funds are subject to the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional 
Funds Act of 2006 (“UPMIFA”) and the State of Tennessee’s State Uniform Prudent Management 
of Institutional Funds Act (“SUPMIFA”). 
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NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
 
Endowment Funds (Continued) 
 
Interpretation of applicable law - The Board of Directors has interpreted SUPMIFA as requiring 
the preservation of the fair value of the original gift as of the gift date of the donor-restricted 
endowment funds absent explicit donor stipulations to the contrary. As a result of this 
interpretation, the Foundation classified as permanently restricted net assets (a) the original value 
of gifts donated to the permanent endowment, (b) the original value of subsequent gifts to the 
permanent endowment, and (c) accumulations to the permanent endowment made in accordance 
with the direction of the applicable donor gift instrument at the time the accumulation is added to 
the fund. The remaining portion of the investment funds designated as an endowment that is not 
classified in permanently restricted net assets is classified as unrestricted as part of the Board 
designated endowment fund, which is consistent with the standard of prudence prescribed by 
UPMIFA. 
 
Spending policy - Investment earnings from the endowment fund are used to support activities of the 
Metro Forensics League of Metro Nashville Public Schools (debate team). 
 
Investment return objective, risk parameters and strategies - The Foundation generally follows a 
conservative investment policy with respect to its endowment assets. Investment income earned 
on endowment assets typically includes dividends, interest, and realized and unrealized capital 
gains and losses. Investment income is recognized as a component of unrestricted net assets or 
temporarily restricted net assets, respectively, based on the use or appropriation of the funds for 
qualifying program expenditures. 
 
Investments 
 
Investments consist of bonds and mutual funds which are carried at fair value.  
 
Purchases and sales of securities are recorded on a trade-date basis. Interest income is recorded on 
the accrual basis. Dividends are recorded on the ex-dividend date. Net realized and unrealized 
gains and losses are reflected in the statement of activities. 
 
Contributions Payable 
 
Contributions payable are promises to give to a qualifying not-for-profit organization (principally 
MNPS) that are recognized as a liability by the Foundation, at fair value, on the date the 
obligation is deemed to be unconditional. A conditional contribution is not recorded until the 
contingent condition is effectively satisfied. Contributions scheduled to be paid in less than one 
year are recorded at net settlement value. Contributions scheduled for payment in excess of one 
year are recorded at estimated present value in a manner similar to the valuation of unconditional 
promises to be received. 
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NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
 
Conditional Grant Funds Payable 
 
During the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013, the Foundation was awarded a grant which required 
that the grant proceeds be utilized directly for purposes authorized under the grant or via 
agreements with grant sub-contractors. The grant agreement specified that program activities were 
subject to periodic reporting to the grantor’s program coordinator and any funds not expended 
under the terms of the grant were to be returned to the grantor. There were no conditional grant 
proceeds received during the fiscal years ended June 30, 2016 and 2015. Conditional grant funds 
payable of $13,150 were fully expended during fiscal year 2016 in accordance with the terms of 
the grant ($0 conditional grant funds payable were expended during the fiscal year ended June 30, 
2015).  
 
Income Taxes 
 
The Foundation qualifies as a not-for-profit organization exempt from federal income taxes under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Accordingly, income taxes are not provided. The 
Foundation files a U.S. federal Form 990 for organizations exempt from income tax. 
 
Management performs an evaluation of all income tax positions taken or expected to be taken in 
the course of preparing the Foundation’s income tax returns to determine whether the income tax 
positions meet a “more likely than not” standard of being sustained under examination by the 
applicable taxing authorities. Management has performed its evaluation of all income tax 
positions taken on all open income tax returns and has determined that there were no positions 
taken that do not meet the “more likely than not” standard. Accordingly, there are no provisions 
for income taxes, penalties or interest receivable or payable relating to uncertain income tax 
positions in the accompanying financial statements. 
 
Program and Supporting Services 
 
The following program and supporting services are included in the accompanying financial 
statements: 

 
Program Services 
 

The Foundation’s program services include efforts to create and support a bold city-wide 
vision for public education that extends from “cradle to career.” The Foundation’s primary 
focus is to ensure that students graduate from MNPS with the skills to pursue and succeed in 
post-secondary education pursuits. Specifically, the Foundation is focused on raising college 
attendance and college completion rates, increasing the number of high-performing schools, 
investing in efforts to increase teacher talent and retention, and expanding the capacity of 
effective early learning programs. 
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NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
 
Program Services (Continued) 

 
In addition, the Foundation continues to support a number of initiatives in partnership with 
MNPS by providing assistance with infrastructure and leadership resources. These activities 
are referred to herein as “Partner program support” and include initiatives in music education, 
alternative and supplementary educational programming, and the provision of monetary 
grants directly to MNPS. 
 

Supporting Services 
 

Management and General relates to the overall direction of the Foundation. These expenses 
are not identifiable with a particular program or event, or with fundraising, but are 
indispensable to the conduct of those activities and are essential to the Foundation. Specific 
activities include organization oversight, business management, recordkeeping, budgeting, 
financing and other administrative activities. 
 
Fundraising includes costs of activities directed toward appeals for financial support, 
including special events. Other activities include the creation and distribution of fundraising 
materials. 

 
Allocation of Functional Expenses 
 
Expenses that can be directly attributed to a particular function are charged to that function. 
Certain costs have been allocated among more than one program or activity based on objectively 
evaluated financial and nonfinancial data or reasonable subjective methods determined by 
management. 
 
Reclassifications 
 
Certain prior year amounts have been reclassified to conform to the current year presentation. 
These reclassifications had no effect on the change in net assets previously reported. 
 
Use of Estimates in the Preparation of Financial Statements 
 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with GAAP requires management to make 
estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure 
of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts 
of revenue and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those 
estimates. 
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NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
 
Recent Authoritative Accounting Guidance 
 
In May 2014, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (“FASB”) issued guidance on revenue 
from contracts with customers, requiring an entity to recognize the amount of revenue to which it 
expects to be entitled for the transfer of promised goods or services to customers. The updated 
standard will replace most existing revenue recognition guidance in GAAP when it becomes 
effective and permits the use of either a full retrospective or retrospective with cumulative effect 
transition method. In August 2015, the FASB issued Accounting Standards Update (“ASU”) 
2015-14 which defers the effective date of ASU 2014-09 one year making it effective for annual 
reporting periods beginning after December 15, 2018. The Foundation is currently evaluating the 
effect that the updated standard will have on the financial statements. 
 
In February 2016, the FASB issued ASU 2016-02, Leases (Topic 842). The guidance in this ASU 
supersedes the leasing guidance in Topic 840, Leases. Under the new guidance, lessees are 
required to recognize lease assets and lease liabilities on the balance sheet for all leases with terms 
longer than 12 months. Leases will be classified as either finance or operating, with classification 
affecting the pattern of expense recognition in the income statement. The new standard is effective 
for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2019, including interim periods within those fiscal 
years. The Foundation is currently evaluating the impact of the pending adoption of the new 
standard on the financial statements. 
 
Events Occurring After Reporting Date 
 
The Foundation has evaluated events and transactions that occurred between June 30, 2016 and 
January 6, 2017 the date the financial statements were available to be issued, for possible 
recognition or disclosure in the financial statements. 
 
 
 

NOTE 3 - PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT 
 
Property and equipment consisted of the following at June 30: 
 

2016 2015

Leasehold improvements 18,105$        18,919$         
Furniture and equipment 11,947          14,789           

Website design 7,300            7,300             

37,352          41,008           

Less: Accumulated depreciation (11,595)         (9,056)           

25,757$        31,952$          
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NOTE 4 - ENDOWMENT 
 
A summary of activity involving endowment assets during the fiscal years ended June 30, 2016 
and 2015, is as follows: 

Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

Endowment assets at June 30, 2014 25,000$       24,000$       120,253$     169,253$     

Appropriation for debate team travel -                   (8,133)          -                   (8,133)          
Investment income -                   6,453           -                   6,453           
Realized gain -                   1,852           -                   1,852           
Unrealized loss -                 (7,138)        -                  (7,138)        

Endowment assets at June 30, 2015 25,000         17,034         120,253       162,287       

Appropriation for debate team travel -                   (1,884)          -                   (1,884)          
Investment income -                   5,880           -                   5,880           
Realized gain -                   598              -                   598              
Unrealized loss -                 (3,765)        -                  (3,765)        

Endowment assets at June 30, 2016 25,000$      17,863$      120,253$     163,116$    

 
 
 
NOTE 5 - INVESTMENTS 

 
Investments consisted of the following at June 30: 
 

2016 2015

Corporate bonds 51,805$        49,840$         

Mutual funds 96,464          102,194         

Total 148,269$      152,034$        
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NOTE 6 - FAIR VALUE OF MEASUREMENTS 
 
The following table sets forth by level, within the fair value hierarchy, the Foundation’s assets at 
fair value as of June 30:  
 

2016 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Investments at fair value:
   Corporate bonds 51,805$        -$                    -$                  51,805$         
   Mutual funds 96,464        -                    -                    96,464         

Total investments at fair value 148,269$      -$                    -$                  148,269$       

2015 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Investments at fair value:
   Corporate bonds 49,840$        -$                    -$                  49,840$         
   Mutual funds 102,194      -                    -                    102,194       

Total investments at fair value 152,034$     -$                   -$                  152,034$      

 
 
 
NOTE 7 - CONTRIBUTIONS PAYABLE 

 
Pursuant to a funding agreement between the Foundation and MNPS, MNPS directly purchases 
musical instruments for its music program and then provides supporting documentation to the 
Foundation to receive reimbursement. At June 30, 2016, the amount owed to MNPS under this 
agreement totaled $528,845 ($112,465 at June 30, 2015). 
 
At June 30, 2015, the Foundation had committed to give financial support of $3,305 to various 
MNPS programs, in addition to the music program noted above. No commitments to other 
programs had made at June 30, 2016. 
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NOTE 8 - TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS 
 
Temporarily restricted net assets consisted of the following at June 30: 
 

2016 2015

Musical instruments and programs 783,411$      1,081,556$   
Blueprint for Action 275,538        -                    
Nashville’s Agenda 3,990            -                    
Reading supplies and programs 1,431            14,108          
Scholar’s Academy -                    29,280          
School for Science and Math at Vanderbilt 29,238          66,737          
Hall of Fame event 88,750          -                    
Specific school designations and other purposes 101,940        74,681          

1,284,298$  1,266,362$   
 

 
 

NOTE 9 - CONTRACTED SERVICES AND EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLAN 
 
Contracted Services 
 
The Foundation’s staff is employed under an agreement with Century II, a professional employer 
organization, and reports solely to the Foundation’s Board of Directors. The Foundation 
reimburses Century II for the salaries and related fringe benefits, which include Social Security 
and Medicare taxes, insurance and employee benefit plan costs. 
 
Employee Benefit Plan 
 
The Foundation’s eligible employees may participate in a Section 401(k) defined contribution 
plan through Century II. The plan provides for matching contributions for each employee deferral 
contribution, subject to limitations. Total contributions by the Foundation to the plan amounted to 
$12,162 and $15,039 at June 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively. 
 

 
NOTE 10 - COMMITMENTS 

 
Leases 
 
During July 2014, the Foundation entered into a three-year lease for office space. The Foundation 
made renovations to the office space during the first four months of its new lease. In conjunction 
with the lease agreement, the lessor agreed to reduce rental payments by up to $10,236 for tenant 
renovations. This renovation allowance is being amortized ratably as a reduction in rent expense 
over the lease term. 
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NOTE 10 - COMMITMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 
Leases (Continued) 
 
The Foundation also leases certain office equipment under non-cancelable operating leases which 
expire at various dates through December 2017.  
 
Lease expense for all operating leases was $29,891 and $29,084 for the years ended June 30, 2016 
and 2015, respectively 
 
A summary of future minimum lease payments for office space and equipment, net of amounts 
received from lessor for tenant renovations, as of June 30, 2016 follows: 
 
Year ending June 30,

2017 32,330$         
2018 6,510           

38,840$        
 

 
Accounting Services Outsourced to PENCIL Foundation 
 
The Foundation outsources its routine accounting functions to PENCIL Foundation, an unrelated 
non-profit organization. Payments to PENCIL totaled $36,237 in each of the years ended June 30, 
2016 and 2015. 
 
 

NOTE 11 - CONCENTRATIONS 
 
Financial instruments that potentially subject the Foundation to concentrations of credit risk 
consist principally of cash, investments, and various contributions, contracts and related 
receivables. The Foundation maintains cash balances at reputable financial institutions insured by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (“FDIC”) up to statutory limits. The Foundation’s 
balances may, at times, exceed statutory limits. The Foundation has not experienced any losses in 
these accounts and management considers this to be a normal business risk. 
 
Contributions received from two sources comprised approximately 63% of total contributions 
received for the year ended June 30, 2016 (approximately 49% of total contribution revenues were 
from two sources for the year ended June 30, 2015). 
 
 

NOTE 12 - RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 
 
The Foundation has certain members of its board of directors who have financial interests in 
entities with whom the Foundation engages in business transactions. These entities include 
financial institutions and a company providing consulting services to the Foundation. 


