
Building Thriving Schools  
for all Nashville Students:  
Our Collective Responsibility for  
Equity in Education



In November, the Nashville Public Education Foundation 
released the Thriving Schools1 framework to expand the 
conversation around school success and focus on conditions 

that must be present for all students to thrive. Yet simply changing 
the conditions by themselves will not create the equitable 
outcomes we all want to see. Our schools were designed within 
a larger system of social institutions–including housing, law 
enforcement, criminal justice, health care, and employment–
that collectively inhibit the ability for students of color and their 
families to build wealth and gain access to other resources that 
help them to succeed. At the same time we work to address 
school conditions, we must also identify and dismantle the 
inequities baked into our schools and communities that  
prevent too many of our students from thriving.

In our public schools, we see inequities play out in a multitude of ways. Students of color are four times as likely 
to never receive grade-level-appropriate assignments2 as their white peers. Black students are disciplined at 
rates significantly higher3 than other students, and the disciplinary actions tend to be harsher. Students of color 
and students from low-income families are more likely to have less experienced4 and less effective teachers5 
than their white and more affluent peers. They also are more likely to attend school in buildings that are older 
and have more maintenance needs6. All of this of course paves the way for inequitable outcomes for our students.

These are just some of the ways we perpetuate institutional racism 
in our schools and communities. Education policy certainly affects 
inequities, and we must continue to identify and dismantle policies 
at the local, state, and federal levels that lead to inequity in our 
schools. At the same time, we must also build awareness among 
all stakeholders about the inequities that exist in schools and 
amplify the voices of families and communities of color to inform 
how schooling must change to meet the needs of their students. 

We know we don’t have all the answers. We invite you to engage 
with us and inform us as we explore ways to dismantle inequities in 
our schools. NPEF will actively be advocating for these changes in 
our community and collaborating with others who are working to 
dismantle inequity. We believe we can and must change the very 
structures on which our society is built to meet the needs of all our 
students and families. 

Educational equity means that all students have the 
resources and supports to succeed in their education, 
regardless of their race, ethnicity, gender, language, or 
any other factor. Equity is not about providing equal 
opportunity. It is about removing barriers and targeting 
supports based on each individual student circumstance. 
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To advance equity 
in our schools, NPEF 
believes we must:

Talk about how race and racism 
play out in our schools and build the 
capacity of district and city leaders 
to talk openly and comfortably about 
the effect of racism and implicit bias 
on education

Assess how existing city structures, 
programs, and systems perpetuate 
inequities that prevent low-income 
students and students of color from 
thriving in school

Evaluate and dismantle zoning 
patterns that perpetuate inequity 
and promote affordable housing in 
affluent communities

Overhaul the way we fund public 
schools; increase and direct funding 
so that it addresses the unique 
contexts of individual students and 
communities

Prioritize equity by identifying and 
communicating equity goals for 
our students in collaboration with 
families and stakeholders

Support our teachers and leaders in 
developing and delivering culturally 
relevant curriculum that meets the 
needs of each student 

Despite massive 
reform efforts 
and millions 
of dollars of 
investment in 
public education, 
achievement 
gaps between 
black and 
white students 
have remained 
relatively 
stagnant for over 
30 years.
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Updated 2017. 
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