
ELA Results

Math Results

In 2019, Tennessee passed its first law implementing school vouchers - a dedicated amount of funding that families can access
and use for private school tuition. Research on vouchers has yielded mixed outcomes on student achievement at the same time

that sustainability and accountability have posed challenges. Read on to learn about the research on vouchers.
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Since 2020, the Tennessee proposed
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What We Know about the Impact of School Vouchers
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Impact of Vouchers on Student Outcomes Mixed to Negative

20.2%

Students in Louisiana’s voucher
program saw significant drops in test

scores in the first two years, with
results remaining below peers in

fourth year of program. 

 Negative impact on student achievement
Indiana voucher recipients had lower

college enrollment and persistence
than their non-voucher peers.
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Sustainable Funding for Voucher Programs Challenging 
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Studies from multiple states have found that vouchers have not improved test scores for participants, though impact on
college enrollment, persistence, and attainment is mixed. Some states, including Tennessee, are considering waiving
testing and accountability requirements, making it challenging to measure impact in the future. 
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Voucher programs Increasingly Benefiting Higher Income Families
and Non-Public School Families
Originally intended to support school choice for low-income students, many states’ voucher programs have increasingly
expanded eligibility requirements, resulting in fewer low-income students using vouchers. 

Indiana median
household income

$62,000

Percent of
voucher

applicants in
Arizona who
have never
attended a

public school

>$50,000

Family income of IN Voucher Participants

<$50,000

Deficit in Arizona’s budget
caused by statewide

expansion of vouchers 2023
Projected

2023
Actual

2024
Projected

2024
Actual

Mixed impact on college attainment 
Students in DC’s Opportunity

Scholarship Program had lower math
and English/language arts scores than

their peers in public schools.

Milwaukee voucher recipients
enrolled and persisted in college at
higher rates than their non-voucher

peers.
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Eligibility expansions have significantly increased allocations for voucher programs in Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa,
Louisiana, North Carolina, and Tennessee. 
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